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Who are these masked men? 

home of its own. In 1927 he 
added a garage and three years 
later expanded the studio space.   

In September 1933, Alice 
Rose, after graduating from 
Northwestern University, married 
Wilford Tennyson Stannard, and 
he joined the family business in 
January 1934. Joseph also 
employed his nephew John Stola, 

son of his younger sister 
Annastazia. After working for his 
uncle for several years, John 
formed Oak Park Ceramic 
Company in 1946.   

Rose Dedouch died on 
December 26, 1938. Joseph 
Dedouch died on October 3, 
1952, and was buried next to his 
wife at Bohemian National 

Cemetery. The company passed 
down to his son-in-law Wilfred, 
and after Wilfred’s death, to 
Richard Stannard, Wilfred’s son 
and Joseph’s grandson. The J. A. 
Dedouch Company was still 
producing upwards of 12,000 
Dedos a year into the 21st 
century and only left family 
hands in 2004 when it was sold 
to a Canadian company. 

(continued from page 5) 

Columbarium Restoration Project Update 
Despite the 

ongoing pandemic, 
workers from Marion 
Restoration, Inc., 
recently initiated the 
next phase of 
repairs at the 
exterior roof level of 
the columbarium 
building, in 
coordination with 
Knickerbocker 
Roofing Co. Both 
contractors are experts in 
assessing and repairing historic 
buildings. The current work 
involves masonry wall repairs 
and reconstruction of parapet 
walls connected to both the 
east and west sides of the bell 
tower.  

Working on older buildings 

often reveals superior, sturdy 
construction methods not often 
found in today’s buildings. Such 
was the case when Marion’s 
workers removed several layers 
of parapet wall bricks and 
uncovered large steel beams 
tied into a non-loadbearing 
small wall next to the bell 

tower. The beams were sanded 
and coated with an epoxy seal 
prior to rebuilding the parapet 
walls.   

Recent donors to the 
Columbarium Restoration 
Project can be assured the 
ongoing restoration is helping 
preserve this historic building 
for many future generations.  
Which for more updates in 
future newsletters. 

Live from BNC 

Disaster Memorial in section 
16 continues to draw many 
visitors.   

Friends of BNC has 
contacted Power Paving to 
repair several sections of 
cemetery roads. The work 
will be paid for by a Czech 
government grant, 
supplemented with funds 
from Friends of BNC.  

 
Chuck Michalek 

Friends of BNC Volunteer 

Wednesday Volunteer 

(continued from first page) 

Regular readers of Heritage Happenings 
might recognize these two valued 
volunteers and Friends board members, 
who share a passion for the cemetery—
and a first name!  

Stories of the Stones 
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CSA has helped to keep the 
volunteers looking stylish by 
donating a new set of  blue 
CSA Fraternal Life t-shirts 
inscribed with “Volunteering:  
it’s what we do”. Our thanks 
to CSA’s Helen Gaydusek for 
facilitating the t-shirt 
donation. Helen is also 
Friends of BNC secretary. 
New volunteers who have 

helped out this summer 
include Dylan Allen and Ron 
Guichard.  

Potholes throughout the 
cemetery continue to occur, 
and several volunteers have 
purchased asphalt patch to 
try to repair smaller potholes. 
Fortunately, a combination of 
grants from the Czech 
Republic and Friends of BNC, 
combined with private 

individuals’ earmarked 
donations will fund repairs to 
some road sections with large 
potholes. The repairs will be 
made this fall by Power 
Paving Co. 

 
Chuck Michalek 

Friends of BNC Volunteer 

Wednesday Volunteer 

(continued from first page) 

Live from BNC 
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Jason Cadek … Omaha NE 

Robert Carter … Westchester  

               IL 

Dawn Clewett … Naperville IL 

Kristin Fayer … Chicago IL 

Donna Fulks … Los Angeles CA 

Ginny Lesak Jakoubek …     

            Granger IN 

Donald Jerousek … Elkhorn WI 

James LaForest … Chicago IL 

Roger Liska … Naperville IL 

Jessi McKenna … Warren MI 

Anna Ramirez … Bolingbrook IL 

Barbara Rogus … Lincolnshire IL 

Jennifer Vejvoda … Madison WI 

Knickerbocker employees 
assessing materials needed for 

current roof project  

Columbarium Restoration Project Update 
Thanks to continuing 

donations made by Friends 
of BNC members and other 
individuals interested in 
preserving BNC’s 
crematorium/columbarium 
building, an important 
phase of the 2020 roof 
work was completed this 
summer. As outlined in the 
previous issue of Heritage 
Happenings, Marion 
Restoration completed 
masonry work on several 
parapet and brick support 
walls.  

Shortly, Knickerbocker 
Roofing Company will install 
a new flat roof located 
directly above the main 
columbarium foyer. It is 

interesting to note that the 
current curved interior 
ceiling above the entrance 
hallway was installed 
sometime after the original 
construction, resulting in a 
lower ceiling height, 
perhaps to save on heating 
costs.  

In addition to the 
installation of this new roof 
section, Knickerbocker will 
make repairs to clay tiles on 
the curved dome roof over 
Ceremony Hall. Repairs will 
also be made to the small 
flat roof at the rear (south) 
portion of the building.   
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2020 concluded another 
successful year of restorations 
to BNC’s crematorium/
columbarium building, thanks 

to donations from Friends of 
BNC members and supporters.  
As reported in previous 
newsletters, important repairs 
were made to several rooftop 
masonry walls, including 
reconstruction of parapet walls 
connecting to the northside bell 
tower.  

The second main project 
completed in October 2020 
involved installation of a new 
roof to the area directly over 
the columbarium’s entrance 
hallway. Several layers were 
installed including a DensDeck 
Prime roof board followed by a 
Firestone BaseGuard Coating. 
On top was applied Firestone 
Ultrawhite 180 APP modified 
roof membrane over base ply, 
which is a white membrane 
meeting City of Chicago’s 
energy code requirements for 
roof reflectivity. Repairs were 
also made to small roof and 
drainage components at the 

south section of the building.  
It should be noted that 

contractors are selected on the 
basis of their experience with 
historic buildings and their use 
of high quality materials and 
workmanship to ensure  
restoration befitting BNC’s  
historic crematorium/
columbarium building.   

The Columbarium 
Restoration Project Donor Wall 
continues to attract donors and 
provide opportunities to 
recognize generous donors or 
honor loved ones. This past 

December new plates were 
added.   

Friends member 
Wayne Wolf, a 
longtime supporter of 
Friends of BNC and 
delegate to BNCA, 
recently chose to 
honor several victims 
of the 1915 Eastland 
disaster with a 
generous donation. 

The two named individuals 
were daughters of members of 
Svobodná Obec, a longtime 
Freethinker Czech 
organization, an integral part 
of the cemetery’s history, that 
Wayne’s family has been  
active in for many years.  

 Thank you to the many 
donors that make this ongoing 
restoration and other BNC 
projects possible. 

 
Chuck Michalek  

Friends of BNC Projects 
Chair 

Columbarium Restoration Project Update 



With the awakening of 
Spring, thoughts turn to 
baseball. The BNCA Board has 
voted to make improvements 
to the Beyond the Vines 
outdoor columbarium for 
devoted Cub fans, dedicated 
in 2009 and conceived by the 
late Dennis Mascari. The 
cemetery will make 

improvements and complete 
granite facing on the 
unfinished east side of the 
structure.  

Finally, the cemetery has 
many tasks that can be 
performed to keep up its 
appearance. With the 
warming weather, volunteers 
will again turn their attention 
to tree maintenance, as well 

as improving old signs and 
straightening old section sign 
posts. If you are interested in 
how you can help with 
various volunteer projects, 
contact Chuck Michalek at 
michalekchas@aol.com. 
 

Chuck Michalek 
Friends of BNC Volunteer 

Wednesday Volunteer 
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Columbarium Restoration Project Update 

In March the 
Columbarium 
Restoration Project 
committee met with 
representatives of 
Marion Restoration 
Inc, who also provide 
training to historic 
masonry workers 
through their US 
Heritage Group. 
(Check out their 
interesting website: 
https://
www.usheritage.com/) 

We have been 
fortunate to work with 
this highly professional 
organization, located 
in Chicago, that has  
provided quality 
historic preservation 
services  to BNC’s 
crematorium/
columbarium building, as well 
as to other historic buildings 
throughout the United 
States. 

The purpose of our 
meeting was to plan for the 
next phase of the building’s 
restoration. Several 
possibilities are being 
considered. One is making 

repairs to the main stairway 
entrance walls, referred to as 
“cheek walls.” In addition, 
Marion Restoration pointed 
out that inadequate caulking 
between some of the steps 
was allowing water to enter 
into underground foundation 
sections. Furthermore, some 
of the rooftop balustrades 

also showed signs of 
deterioration, and 
sections of the outdoor 
bell tower walls require 
mortar and tuckpointing 
work. 
The committee will 
present options and 
costs to Friends board, 
and together we will 
determine our next 
restoration project, 
which we will share with 
you once the decision 
has been made.  
Again we thank you for 
your ongoing support 
and contributions that 
make these repairs 
restoration work 
possible.  
     Would you like to 
consider making a major 
donation to fund one of 

these restoration projects 
and receive an honorary 
individual plaque in the donor 
room in addition to 
recognition on our large 
donor board? Contact us 
online, or you can reach out 
to the project chairperson 
Chuck Michalek at  
restoration@friendsofbnc.org. 
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