
What’s New with Friends of BNC? 
A Czech Government Grant! ~ And More ... 

A check for $3,470 appeared 

in the Friends mailbox—the 
grant we received from the 
Czech government to enable 

us to remove more dead 
trees at the cemetery that 

threaten to fall and harm the 
monuments. Friends will add 
$1,000 to the amount, and 

the Wednesday volunteers, 
headed by Chuck Betzold, 

will coordinate additional 
tree removal by Save-a-
Tree, most likely in the 

fall. It is so gratifying that 
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Columbarium Restoration Project  
Is In Full Swing 

Friends of BNC president Marge 

Sladek Stueckemann recently sent 
a letter to all members inviting 
individuals and organizations to 

support the ongoing Columbarium 
Restoration Project. The 

communication included a color 
trifold providing an overview of the 
project.  

Preliminary estimates suggest 
repairs will cost over seven 

hundred thousand dollars. The 
columbarium's historical, 
architectural, and cultural 

significance certainly requires each 

of us to give thoughtful 

consideration for how we might 
support the building's restoration. 
Donating to the project can also be 

a meaningful way for relatives and 
friends to remember a loved one 

inurned in one of the niches within 
the building’s hallowed halls. 

All donors will be 

acknowledged in this newsletter. A 
crafted donor wall will recognize 

different levels of supporters who 
give $1,000 or more. Donors of 
larger gifts can have inscribed 

(continued on page 7) 

Friends president Marge Sladek Stueckemann with Evelyn Krenek Fergle’s sons Don (left) and Ron (right) 

after laying flowers at new brick at the Eastland Disaster Memorial, purchased by Friends to honor Evelyn . 
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Columbarium Restoration Project  

personal nameplates that 
could be used to recognize a 

loved one or an organization. 

More information is 

available on our website, or 
you can contact me at 

restoration@friendsofbnc.org. 

Look for updates on the 

progress of our campaign in 
future issues of Heritage 

Happenings. 
Thank you for your 

support of this important 

project.   
 

 
Chuck Michalek 

Chair 

Columbarium Restoration 
Committee  

(continued from first page) 

New Life at BNC 
A wonderful, unexpected 

event took place at the 
cemetery last fall—the birth of 

a baby girl to BNC employee 
Steve Ziolkowski and his 
fiancée Davina. Steve and  

Davina reside in one of the 
three bungalows on the 

grounds of BNC. As a young 
boy, Steve recalls visiting his 
aunt, Elizabeth Raleigh, who 

worked in BNC’s office building 
and is now the general 

manager.    
For the past six years, 

Steve has been a full-time BNC 

employee. In addition to his 
daily BNC work responsibilities, 

Steve  attends college at 
nearby Northeastern University 

and is studying to be a funeral 

director. Last fall, while on his 
way to his college class, he 

was suddenly contacted by 

Davina who said she needed to 

go to the hospital. Steve 
rushed back to the bungalow, 

but as they were walking down 
the front steps, Davina 
suddenly announced, “She’s 

coming.” With the help of his 
Aunt Elizabeth, who rushed 

over with other office staff, the 
grounds crew and BNCA 
president David Pimm, a 

healthy baby girl was delivered 
on the front steps of BNC’s 

center bungalow. Born at 9:27 
am, Ava is possibly the first 
baby born at the historic 1877  

cemetery.  
Our congratulations to 

Steve and Davina! 
 

 Chuck Michalek 

Davina, holding Ava, Steve, and Deva  

Memorial Day at BNC 

Above: Artist rendering of the 
Donor Appreciation Wall with 
nameplates 

 

Left: Donor wall carpenter Jeff 
Hamerman (left) and Chuck 
Michalek flank the Donor 
Appreciation Wall newly 

installed in the crematorium/
columbarium building 



to visit his grandparents and 
great-grandparents inurned 

at BNC’s Masaryk Memorial 
Mausoleum.  

We even had an 

international visitor 
volunteer her time at the 

cemetery this summer: Dotti 
Varga, a visitor from Serbia. 
She and her parents are 

friends of Chuck Michalek.  

Jerry Gaydusek located a 

unique sundial that had 
come loose on one of the 

gravestones. He cleaned and 
repainted it, and then he and 
Chuck refastened the sundial 

to the top of the grave, 
helping restore and preserve 

one of the many unique 
gravemarker elements at 
BNC.  

Recently 
Chuck 

Michalek and 
Jerry 
Gaydusek 

started 
patching 

some of the 
potholes 

near the 
gatehouse 
and office 

building. 
Volunteers 

spruced up 
the metal 
sidewalk trap 

door leading 

to the gatehouse crawlspace, 

removing the rust and 
painting it.  

If you are interested in 
joining our friendly group of 
volunteers on Wednesdays, 

email Chuck at 
michalekchas@aol.com. 

 
Chuck Michalek 

Friends of BNC Volunteer 

(continued from first page) 
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Live from BNC 

Columbarium Restoration Project Update:  
Planning for Second Phase of Exterior Restoration 

by Chuck Michalek 

Several CRP committee 

members met with 
representatives of Marion 

Restoration Inc., in August to 
review and update the 
proposal for the next phase of 

the restoration—critical 
repairs to the exterior dome 

walls. The work will include 
repairing the upper and lower 
cornices that surround the 

dome; repairing, resetting 
and sealing balustrades and 

coping units around the top of 

the dome wall; repairing wall 

stones that have spalled due 
to rusting anchors behind wall 

sections; and replacing lintels 
above the dome's stained 
glass windows. The updated 

proposal  will be reviewed by 
Friend's Board and BNCA’s 

Board of Directors.  
Work on this phase can 

commence in spring 2019 if 

we have raised the necessary 
funds. Friends applied for a 

2019 grant from the Czech 

Republic to assist with this 

project, and we are 
continuing our other 

fundraising efforts. To date, 
donations from individuals 
and organizations have raised 

almost 70% of the anticipated 
cost of this phase. We 

appreciate the many 
donations already made (see 
recent donations listed on 

page six). We still need to 
raise a considerable amount 

for this phase of work.  

Some of the “Wednesday volunteers” from left to right are:  Jim 

Miller, Bill Servis, Bob Weinger, Carl Brader,  

Courtney Shaaf, Connor Michalek, Chuck Betzold. 

Volunteer Dotti Varga helped 

water plants at the cemetery during the 

hot, dry summer days.     
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Think of her faring on, as dear 

In the love of There, as the love 

of Here. 

Think of her still as the same, I 

say, 

She is not dead - she is just 

away. 

 

“Away” was 

written by 

James 

Whitcomb Riley 

(1849—1916). 

The original 

version uses 

male pronouns 

(“… that he is 

dead, he is just 

away…” etc.) 

and was 

reportedly 

written by Riley after the 

death of his only brother. 

“Away” is read at memorial 

services and included in 

obituaries and on gravestones 

to this day.  

Also buried in the lot with 

Eleanore are her maternal 

grandmother Josephine 

Malecek (died in 1937), her 

father John (died in 1961), 

and her mother Josephine 

(died in 1979). Their 

names are inscribed 

on the base of the 

Janos rectangular 

stone to the left of 

Eleanore’s 

monument. Her 

older sister Milada 

(who died in 1911 

when just a toddler) 

is buried in another 

section of BNC with 

her maternal great-

grandparents.       

Columbarium Restoration Project Update 

Recently the boards of 

both the Bohemian National 
Cemetery Association and 

Friends of BNC voted to 
approve a contract with 
Marion Restoration for 

$158,663.40 to begin 
significant repairs to the 

exterior masonry walls of 
the crematorium/
columbarium building. In 

March, Mario Machnicki, 
owner of Marion Restoration 

Inc. and founder/owner of 
US Heritage Group Inc.,  
appeared before the BNCA 

Board. His presentation 
included a summary of the 

contractor’s masonry 
expertise, especially as it 

pertains to work on historic 

buildings and the utilization 

of proper materials and 
masonry techniques.  

Once the necessary work 
permits are secured, the 
next phase of restoration, 

including replacement of the 
stained glass lintels, will 

begin, hopefully by early 
summer. This work phase 
will primarily cover repairs 

to the drum walls 
surrounding the Ceremony 

Hall on the east and west 
sides.  

You can find more details 

on Friends website, 
www.friendsofbnc.org. Click 

on the Columbarium 
Restoration Project link 

under “Events” in the left-

hand column. 

The target of the next 
phase of fundraising for this 

multi-year project will be the 
repair of the north (front 
entrance) and south walls. 

Generous donations from 
individuals and organizations 

have already provided for 
dome roof and gutter repairs 
and the replacement of the 

front entrance stairs and 
railings. Please contact me if 

you or your organization 
would like a presentation on 
the ongoing Columbarium 

Restoration Project.   
 

Chuck Michalek 
CRP Chair  

michalekchas@aol.com 
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