
 

Friends of Bohemian National Cemetery 
5255 N Pulaski Rd, Chicago IL 60630 

email: info@friendsofbnc.org 
website: www.friendsofbnc.org 

 

Dear Friends,                December 2025   

  

As we conclude 2025 and look to welcome in the New Year, we are often reminded of  family 

and friends from years past and their  influence on our lives.  Friends of BNC’s mission involves 

helping preserve a  special heritage and tradition that has also influenced many of us. 

The historic Bohemian National Cemetery has been in existence for over 147 years and traces 

its origins to Chicago’s rapidly growing Bohemian population and their  desire  to form a “free 

national cemetery”.  Guided by leadership from the Bohemian Freethinkers and support of early 

Bohemian organizations and societies, a decision was made in 1877 to purchase  50 acres of 

farmland in what was at the time, unincorporated Chicago.  Following advice from lawyers, the 

newly formed Bohemian National Cemetery Association quickly: 1) placed a sign announcing 

Bohemian National Cemetery; 2) conducted and recorded its first burial; and  3) erected a 

defining boundary  fence.   

Since those early steps, over 120,000 burials have taken place. Numerous signs and historic 

plaques have been installed including one that recognizes the cemetery’s listing on the National 

Register of Historic Places.  And finally,  a lengthy network of aging brick posts and iron fencing 

surrounds the cemetery grounds which has expanded to over 120 acres.   

For the past 21 years, ongoing contributions to Friends of BNC  funded activities like the 

Columbarium Restoration Project and improvements to the historic  gatehouse, the World War I-

II Memorial and the Civil War Monument.    Donations along with a grant from Czech Republic 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs are making possible current repairs to limestone posts and iron fence 

panels immediately in front of the gatehouse entrance.    However, the majority of iron fence 

panels and posts along the entire stretch of Pulaski Road remain deteriorated, rusted and 

partially collapsed.  As this long stretch of fencing gives a first impression to many people 

driving or walking along Pulaski Road, Friends of BNC is making  restoration of this aging fence 

our current restoration project.  You can view pictures of the fence project on our website. 

 

All our accomplishments are made possible by people who care enough about Bohemian 

National Cemetery to make donations or volunteer their time to our mission ----people like 

you……………….. 

http://www.friendsofbnc.org/


Your donation of $100, $250 $500, $1000 or whatever you can afford will be acknowledged in 

our quarterly newsletter Heritage Happenings (unless you indicate you would rather not have 

your name listed).   If you are not a member, donations of $100 or more will qualify for one free 

year of membership which includes  receiving our quarterly newsletter.  For your convenience, 

you can use the tear off section below and mail it to us in the enclosed envelope.   You can also 

visit our website to make a credit card donation through our secure online store. When you 

donate, please be sure to include your name, address phone number and email address. If you 

are not a member or need to renew your membership, you can also find membership 

information on our website.      www.friendsofbnc.org 

 

Whether or not you have family or a loved one buried at BNC, or relate to the cemetery’s ethnic 

heritage and history, or simply enjoy its pastoral beauty and amazing monuments and buildings-

----your support is much appreciated! 

 

Thank you and Season’s Greetings from the Friends of BNC Board, 

 

Chuck Michalek 

President, Friends of BNC      

      

       ----------------------------------------------- 

        
Support Friends of Bohemian National Cemetery 

 

Make checks payable to: Friends of BNC 
Mail to:  Friends of BNC, 5255 N. Pulaski Road, Chicago, IL. 60630 

 

Name _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

City_________________________________ State __________ Zip + 4 ________________ 

                                      

Phone___________________Email___________________________________Amount_________ 

 

If you wish to donate by credit card, please go to our website  www.friendsofbnc.org  

 

Donation  in Honor of _________________________________________________ 

 

 ____I would like my donation to be anonymous. 
        

  Friends of BNC is a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit. All donations are tax-deductible to the extent authorized by law. 

http://www.friendsofbnc.org/
http://www.friendsofbnc.org/

