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We Are Now Online! Check out our new website at http://www.friendsofbne.org/

‘What g New with Friends of BNC
Marge Slada]-: Stueckm Pmsmw

On May ’?“' 69 people Jumed our tgurs 32 in ﬂmm-::rmu‘ig:-
and 37 in ﬂlﬂ aftemoon; ']'hanlcs 10 - Aihﬁrt Wﬂamh s
superb gmdmm, we Jeamed much. about the eastern Ared
monuments including the Kolar marusa’lem:n (landlords to-
“the- nfamous Mus:. o Lamy ﬂfthc Etln::agﬂ ﬂm fame} on-

“our aﬂamnml tour:

mepeai in vy for mambmm mntaamng roses- fﬂr';
purity, and decorated in pink: nbbm, a wreath was p]aced.
near the Albin Polasek monmnunt; “Mother” to honor auﬂ"_

to rmnem]m‘ all mﬂthm‘,s 45 We. uﬁlehratqd Mnthi::rs Day..-

_-Tha:nkgs o the following for }rnnr halp that dny Tu'

Dolores Benes ‘Duy . whe -accepted Teservations, ‘Martha

“and Chuck Cervenka for. nutstandmg Crech foods, and to-

“Mr: Roland Weis (who donated i money 1o cover the cost of
refreshments),  Lastly a thank you to Juli Nelson

'{mommg} anid ]‘_.addlf: V‘[tek {aftm}mn] whﬁ acted- a3’
Thostess. and hcisf and - accepted dunanms f-:-r bc-aks,:

mtenards ami ne‘w miemhersmps

Thanks to Gemgc Vyﬂmﬁ for his graphm desagn mpemse-
shown in the marvelous new g.aichnuse sign. :m-ﬂ attrachvc :

memhm‘stdp I}mchutes

-The Friends purchased pml. an& wh;fe gei‘mums and
member, Mary Ellen Pamc-h»ﬁmo, planted them in the:
Eulumbarmm plant holders. The colors and piants wefe
chosen to return the building to its appearance as shown
“on a historic posteard.  The beautiful flowers planted:
around the flagpole. were purchascd b}r F{}BNC and-

planted by the Cervenkas:

Thanks to ¢ generous donagion by Evelvn Krenek Fergle,
spectal memonal envelopes will be available in the
cemctery office for those wishing to remember loved
ones living or dead,

Chur next tree program will be Aupust 21 at 200 pow, m
the Columbarium  and  wall  feamre  Kathy  Walhn
discussing ihe work of her grandfather, 1A, Mallin. He is
the artist who did the beautiful gold leat decorations in
the chapel. While vou are there, purchase a copy of the
mewly completed, 24 pape bookler “ntroduction to the
RBohemian National Cemetery Columbariumn
fCremaiorinm™. Cost: $5members, $6mon-members.

Our nest tour will be Sunday, Seplember 18" &t 1:00
pom, a general fegtures tour thal will highlight the
menuments of the Hastland victims, as this summer marks
the 90" anmiversary of that iragedy.

Tor those Charter members whe joined Friends of BNC i
2003 and 2004, 1t is time to renew your membership. We
have already received some renewals and | thank you
Please use the forim on the back of the mailer to wenew
vour membership for the calendar year 9/1/0 -8/31/06.

Those who have donated money to BNC in 2004 arc
listed on a separate insert in this newsletier. All donations
wiere received with the heartfelt thanks of BNC and made
a real difference. 1t is a pleasure to see our orgamzation
grow and thrive. Our thanks to all whe have done so
much to make it 3 success.




Frantisek B, Zdrubek
Prominent Crech-dmericin Frecthinker

Frantisch Boteslay  Zdrubek was berm July 26, 1842 in
Berdedice near Hestomice, Bohemia. When he was two years
of age he and his parcols woved B Hostomice where he had a
strict upbringing by his mother and father. Hix entire education
had & religious Rundation, so it is ot surpnising that the young
mak joined the Brothers in the Semivary of the Saceed Hearl in
the town of Styrska Hradee, Tt was here because of events in the
seminary that he began thinking deeply about religion, and
began realizing that a person should think for himselfl, and not
be led to believe evorything that s taught as lruth, A change
overeoak him thar made him reject the strict religivus rimals.
He made an zequaintance with seme Protestant theologians and
hoping to find inner pezce he lefi for Basel in Switzerland where
ke wis secepted as o tutor at the private university. Asg an
advanced theologian, he lefl for Amerca in 1867, 1o serve the
spiritual needs of the Caachs.

1%e accepted the position of the "Reformed Church” on Gotober
1%, 1867 and vettted in Caledoniz nerr Racine, Wisconsin. Hig
basis was to preach good manners, ove, sincerity tn all
relationships, and nationalistic awareness. With this he gained
mery fHends and admirers, and also many enemies among the
relbmious who were ot as lenient. When Karel Jonas founded a
Crech Freethoupht publication, "Pokrok", in Chicage, Zdnibek
berame 3 subscriber pod when the publication moved to Racine,
ke became Editor, At that time the young Zdrubek married. LHa
friend, the well known poct, F. 1 Sladek, Professor in Peague,
hrought Zdrubek's flancé, Miss Linda Rawsl, 1o America. The
day she avrived in Racine, August 14, 868, they were matied.
Mrs. Zdrubeb was conscicntious, highly cultured and an avid
tationalist, who participated in public and club life as long as
her heaith allowed and was a helpmate to her Tusband in tGmes
of sarrow and joy. She gave her husband 5 chuldren, bur only
ane son, Jubius Zdrabgk, survived. Mrs, Zdrobek died five years
before her husband.  Her last wishes were o have her body
cremated and placed in a private mausoleum at the Bohemian
Mational Cemelery in Chicagn.

The pubtisher of "Pokrok” moved from Racing to Cedar Rapids,
Iowa ard from there to Clevelsnd and as editor, dnabek- mowved
abs,  In Cedar Rapids he helped the library club build a
National 11all funded by the Czech-American community. Here
he aleo sccomplished o grear feat, which will forever remain
wiitten in the history of Czech-America and Crech freerhinkers.
1fe founded, with the help of Bolestay Trofan, also a dedicated
Czech nationalist  For free  thought, the "Allmpce  of
fireethinkers®, lmmediately thirty other free thought councils
from 15 states joined. [Ie also compiled the "Mew English
Dictionary™ in 1874, pubiished by A. Genmger in Chicago. Tn
Aupust 1874, pubhisher K. Rosgwater offered him editorship of
“Pokrok Zapadu™., Zdrubek accepted and arrived September
15tk in Omaha, Mebraska. Tt was May 875 when he arived in
Chicage from Oimahs going te vist friends in Caledonia and
Racine. He stopped by August Geringer's & they discussed the
need for the contimiance of a-Czech publication in Chicage. M.
Geringer hoped 1 publish a paper as inteBectual and sincere as
possible and Jead in the spiritual traditions of freethought.

Zdrubel knew that the oppocunity was better i Clicago than
further west 10 work in the vein of nationalism and freethought.
He avcepled a paying posilion Lo work on the Crech lnnguage
newspaper. Zdrubek quit his job in (omaha and came with his
family September 15, 1875 to Chicago. to begin wark in 4
position e loved. Tmmediately preparstion began for the first
Crech daily In Americse. Ads were collecied for the first issue
aced s¢f in type. The daily was named "Svornoat". The first
issug eame out Ceteher B, 1875 Soon afler esiablishing
Svornost, Zdrobek was oleeted Spokesman and President ol the
*Alliance of Fresthinkers" Tt was his responsibilily to earolt
the organization at all stade agencies as the religioos Alliance of
Fresthinkers. He preached poodness not only in words but absn
in deeds,

Mr. Zdeubek was one of the main arganizers of the Bohemian
National Cemetery in Chicago. It was he who made the frst
motion for 1ts esiablishment. 1o a Jecture ar T. 3. Sckof Hall,
Japuarey T, 1877, he mentioned the need of a cemetery for
{Ceechs The idea began to formulzte until it actually became a
reality. 1n his private lfe, Mr. Zdrobel was hamble, a model of
manhood, guier, level headed, who never hurt anyone with z
word o thought, He had a kind word for everyene.  He foved
his small family wirh all his might, heart and sout  Afler the
death of his wife (Jeouaty 8, 1906), his health declined,  He
remained very sick the last three vears of his life and Zdrubek
passed away on September 14, 1911

His funeral was held from the Cesko-Anglicka Svobodny Skola
{Bohemisn-American Frecthinking School} on Bighteenth and
May Streets. The body lay in st in ihe cemter of Uie hail 4nd
hundreds of people filed past to pay their last respects. Me M
Mangasian, well-krewn freethinker and lecturer of the
Svobedna {Ybee {Rationalist Comnmunity) spoke about the preat
merits of the deceared countryman, the fearless, persistent
defender of rationalism, & the fighter for the spiriteal and
poditical freedom of his countrvmen.  Mr. Jaromir Psenka then
spoke on behalf of the publishers of Svomost newspaper
describing the rare character of the deceased. The caskel was
carried out and placed on the funets) carriage. The AlHance of
Freethought, Lodege Lincoln, €.5.P.8 led the procossien. Frank
B. Zdrubek is buried in Sehenlian National Cemetery, Chicago.
His grave is focated in Klacel Circle, 4 burial space of specizl
recogmition for leaders in Crech- American history,

[Ranree: 'Fhe anicle is from the book "Historical and Cufturol
Lsepys opr Coechs i America” written by Paul M. Nemecek,
President of the Czech & Slovak American Geneslogy Society
of fllinois, The book won a Certilicate of Excellence from the
THineis State Histarical Society it April 2004, and is available
for purchase through the website www.csagsi.org. |

Frank B, Zdnibek's perirait has recently been rehung in- the
wasiertt niche area of the Codumbarium,  You can alse find a
photegraph of him in the office.

Chris Repa Visconl], Editor
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o Fam:ly Hmrf ﬂt BNC

o M:.r musm,Katthemnan. Jmea inthe Chicagn aréa, Kath‘lea'

- gfandfmm&myfathervmbmfhamwhngmwupmm{!ﬁs_.

©California Ave., in what I'm sure must have been a big Czech

- nelghbaﬂmaﬂ. 1 have fo say that. ch?ﬂa,m nﬁtm mrﬂm;m -
-hﬁ*cmﬂﬂantganﬂaulmwwu s L

. M}r wife TLouise & l an}ujrﬁi vismng ﬂlis Tnstunc: ﬂel‘lwiery A

few vears ago for the first time: We located-ancestors that 1. had

' no idea were buried there. 1 kiew my grandparents, Frank &
‘Anna Skach Cerny were there (Lot 10, Block 2, Section X). 1+

wag. surprised 1o also find my great gi‘andpmum “Vaclav &.

Josefs Cemy-and. my greal grandfather, Anton Skach;: Kathies
er (in umnmkﬂi grave), all \a'ham I had mt o

' MEIGM
}muwnhadmmemtheus

ln aﬁunmarked grnve was Wh&t theadmmstrahnn u&im samgly -

- showed as "baby Ceiny, d. 1903", who must have been another

' _af‘ Anma's children, In the s same lot were u‘hﬁ mluhm (Lukes, : -
Janos & Myslivemk}, some: uf whem T'me still trying to it o

© the family tree, as well as J:mns & Malmkﬂ..m 157, Sectmil_

3(!) The people in the administration office were helpful in -
pfwldmg mﬁprmanan on; four: other. Myatwe’cekm uppm‘emly :
- siblings,-all. efwhum died young.. “Their- s‘istegﬂn:lam who 1 had -
enju}red wsltmg in Elmira (Lowman), NY, is now in a nusing.
home. They are all related to us through Heir mutharBafham-'-

: e amﬂarﬂf&mﬁﬂemy

- Good luck in your wmk mth thﬁ.t Il]terastmg gemptm
o Best mshes. mhn& Ccmy ﬁniuufn, m

Do jcu havea fﬁmly hl'stm}f stary to sharc'? We would love 16,
- hear it Please mail your story 1o Chris Repa Viscanti, Edﬂur :

55’0 M-::m Lam: Hﬂﬂ'nnﬁ l'i.iitg!tw;'.s1i IL 60194 or email 1o

__Lme frcrm Bﬁhtnimn Nntmnal Cem atery
. Ray Capd{, Prmc[cm BNCA

'Dmingumhea" I"Isimr

‘On Friday -April 29th - r, Viaclay Knl, heagi of the
Imemqnqnal Division. of the- Cz:ech chamber of lawyers,
visited The. Bnhﬂmmn ‘National Cmnmﬁ;.: The Czech .
chamber of lawyers is the E-qm".rﬂlazlt of the American Bar -
Association for the Czech Republic: He was given a tour
“of ‘the Ccmﬂﬁt}l hy Helen Sclair and was escorted by
'Cbnmiery Counsel, Inseph Vi;-mcky Also involved imthe
visit were Past President of the Cenmery Kabart Bamnmk :

astl& num:nt Pmstdentkzymﬁnd Capek

Dr.Kral was pra‘muusty ai the Cﬂﬂiﬁtﬁt}' in 1994 whien be

 July 24,1

" Genealogy Society of Tlinois:

epsech: T

. ".w hetakﬂl iohm' Immem&

. '-.Enmund,ﬂisﬂsrw V‘cﬂm o R
A search. of the Burial Books. rmrealad 149 w;:t:ruzﬂsﬂ" ﬂ'.m o
- 1915 Eastland disaster were buried in Bohemian
" National Cemétery: [ 1950; thiee vietims were moved to.
Bronswood. Cemeiery. in’ Hinsdlﬂﬁ Subsequent reviews

it
e

--Czceh Repubhc ‘fur 'bunal mth her: fnmd}*, in - thl.‘s._,e_
 churchyard of the castle of Lany. - Dr. Alice Masarykova -
. passed away on Novemiber 29, 1966. mi?h:c&gu and was®
- remated ‘and her ashes inumed in the Masaryk
o Mm;salerum.‘ Aftnrshq "felvet Rw.aluhon aud mcmnf:.,'

of the. Bmks showed another’ m-.um, Vincenc Holub, was -

moved from- St Adalbert’s Cemebmr to. Bohetmian
National CEmetér}f in June qf' 1916.

~The burial of

Eastland Disaster victims at owr mmbm'y is being - -

constructed by The Czech and Slovak: American

A vietim - hst will be-

| ‘researched prior . to the. ﬁmmmm of a wemorial. . -
: Idmmﬁuaimn of all of the vietims.: blmed at BNC must.
* wait- for ‘complétion - of the - COmputer database being

compared to. the cemetery  internment. list and that:'.

© comparison will reveal-any victims rebunud at BNC }rms.» .
"aﬁe:ﬂmfatalwent L o

Mmmt# Dny

On Monday, May’ 3[1“‘ cthe  awmial M:mnnal Day
_-_-ﬂbsmmnmwmhuldatnurmmw.- A’sfpartﬂfﬂ:eﬁa:,r" :
~ of Honor, valum.ﬁ:ts placed more: than 1,500 Ammcm'_ R
R flags on veteran’s graves. The cemetery hopes foidentify
- _.thegmvmnfa]iwmnssuﬂmtsadlyearmhlmmal*

e Day and Veterans Day, !:he:- grmms can be properly

- mm ﬂxwllﬂﬂt Wiaathaa: and gﬂ-nd atteudance The: s:en.rme"- :

- inchided a- {-:th in Czech by Dr.: deak Hi'lﬂ:lﬂﬂ,.
pmfessar emeritus of the University of Chicago and a
‘English by Roy. Zimy, ‘president of Sokol
. ..ani:ﬁaldeme We ‘were again: honored b}#mmhm;

of Sokal Spirit providing The Color Guard, Jana Malina,
leaﬁmg The  Pledge of” A]]ﬂgtance; ‘and Veronika
Kneblova reciting a Czech’ pogm.  The Half and Half

Singem presenm The American and Czech Nauunal

‘Anthemns along with patriotic ¢ chura] selections, and Tom
Pajer. ptayed Taps. The spee-;hes and preamtahﬂns wm__._

mspu‘mg, and a‘i:munful tmhuﬁe toanir '!-’Etﬂl:ﬂﬂﬂ.

.h spumﬂ ghanks tﬂ supmmteﬂdent ‘Ehi] Rmﬂe and

',mmgqrﬁcﬂ:ﬂalaighmdt&mstaf& Antonio: Gracia,
- Beverly Bernacchi, Emesto Martinez, Gahryal Ssianislaw}

- Lucijan  Pukszta; Marion Pasieth, Miroslaws ‘]:chcryk,_
Neal - Roux, Nora [mQIq,r, Paula Smdui, and Rnhr:rti::_ :
er teally fin : '
.'canmmtaimbr Althasm'ykuvaﬂcrﬂnaumtoﬁm' meﬂﬂﬂ] }r éﬁﬂbﬂ



Membership
Welcome To Our Newest Memhers!

Janis Bente, Denver, CO

Ruth Borndahl, Palatine, IL

Tuke Drellin, Chair, Prapue-Chicapo Sister City
Committec, Chicago, 1L

Narayan & Melen Desai, Oak Park, 1L

lames & Monica Hanzalik Dhamer, Wheaton, TL
Robert Doubek, Washingtlon, DC

Sher Hudak, Chicage, TL

Bolores Niewinski, Prospect Heights, [L

Elmer & Rita Pavias, Cicero, 1L

Alice M. Pulsifer, Fox River Grove, 1L

Jeffrey Schrarmck, Chicago, 1L

Mary Sherry, Tndwan Head Park, 1.

Patricia Stalzer, Berwyn, 1L

Alors Yana, Romeowille, L.

Ciladvs Wheeler, Tndian Head Park, IL

Carole M. Blarck-Woodham, Morns, IL

[Emor Cormrection: In the spring newsletter, George
Drost was listed as the Honorary Czech Consulate,
The correct term is Czech Consul. We apologize for
anv conflsion]

Volunteers

We are looking for volunieers to help us grow. I
vou are interested in helping with any of the
following please contact Marge Sladek Stueckemann
at 847-362-9036.

Program Chair: Schedule speakers & lours for 4
vearly events, Fundraising: Plan a fundraising
dinner. Hospifality: arrange facilities for meetings
register and greet attendees. Donor and Solicitation:
butld denor and volunteer support. Grant Writing:
Complete paperwork requesting financial assistance.

“Help Friends fulfilf ity mission”™

Upcoming Programs
Decorating the Chapel: The Artistry aof J.A, Mailin,

Kathy Mallin, granddaughtcr of John Anton Malhn,
who decorated the upper and lower chapels of the
Columbarium will discuss his hife and work, Join us
on Sunday afternoon, August 21% at 2 pm. in the
lower level Marble roem of the Columbarium.

Come see slides and pictures of the Large Ceremony
Hall {chapel) when it was first opened in 1919, See
beauttful  decorations produced by Mr. Mallin for
area churches and hear about his training in Moravia.
Gold leaf techmiques will be demonstrated and
attendees will be able 10 try their hand at gold leafing.

Fall Tour

Our next walking tour will take place on Sunday
aflernoon, September 18% at 1 pm. Albert Walavich,
tour guard extraprdinaive will lead a peneral features
four and will highlight the monuments of the
Eastland victims, Cost is 51000 members and
515.00 non-members.

Registration information will be forthcoming,

Cuestions: Conlact Marge at 847-362-2036 or
mdstuecki@aol com

A “Gift Membership” to FoBNC makes sense. You
are supporting a great organization and giving a
thoughtiul gift at the same time.

FoBNC Officers
Congratuladions (o owr rew officers for 2005-2000
elected on May 7, 2003,

Marjorie Sladek Stueckemann, President
Donna Desail, VP

Bill Hosna, Treasurer

Juli Nelson; Secretary

Evelyn Krenek Fergle, Director

Ray Capck, Dircctor

Martha & Chuck Cervenka, Threctors
Chris Repa Visconti, Newsletter Editor
Sue Zielinski, Webmaster
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