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_What’ s New with FOBNC By Marge Sladek Stueckemann, Chairperson

Implementing our mission: over 130 people attended our tours on May 1, 2004. Our guide, Albert
Walavich, did a wonderful job, rain or not. His explanations of the unique features of the cemetery
promote a greater appreciation of the funerary art, especially that of Albin Polasek, famous Czech
sculptor of the statue, “The Mother”. Participants from the Chicago Architectural Foundation remarked
about the historical significance of our main gate and columbarium. Thanks to Marie Jensen, Juli
Nelson, Evelyn Krenek Fergle, Chris Repa Visconti, Martha & Chuck Cervenka and Colleen & Randy
Kadlec for all their help that day. Special thanks to Lillian Picha; whose folk art beautified the signs.

We participated in the traditional Memorial Day activities at the cemetery by purchasing carnations
and presenting each woman with a flower on behalf of the friends. Wearing our new member
nametags and displaying our membership material, we were a presence at the event. Our membership .
is nationwide and totals over 100

Czech historian and author, Paul Nemecek presented a slide shnw at our August 20t meeting that
was well received by an audience of 50 people,

FoBNC donated a printer to BNC. The staff said, “This will be a big help to us as far as geneaiog}rls
concerned”.

Opur solicitation campaign has resulted in more than $12,000 being given directly to Suppurt the
cemetery. We could use help with this task. Sending letters can be done by anyone, in any part of the
country. If you are willing, please let us know! Email fobnc@yahoo.com or call 847-362-9036. Itisa
pleasure to work with all the wonderful people who have done so much already to get this new
nrgamzahun off the ground. Thank you! :







The Cemetery Busts and Contest
By Paul Memeeck, FoBMC member

Las! May t, 2004, at the walking tours at
Bohemrian Nationgl Cemetery given by Albert
Walavich, visitors were able to enter a contest
which asked for identification of three seventy-
vear-old busts thar were recently found in the
attic of the cemetery office. These busts of three
promivent men were lrge. golden in coler, very
heavy, and impressively sculpted. The faces
were 1ot wholly famitrar and provided a
challenge for guests te try to identify.

These busts gor back to 1933 when cemetery
Floral Department Superintendent Henry
Paryzek submitted a plan for a beautiful Mozl
tribide to the 1933 Weorld®s Fair in Chicago.

The plan, “The Crechoslovakian Freedom and
Independence Testimonial” was approved. [t
called for busts of President Woodsow Wilson
and President Thomas G, Masaryk of
Czechoslovakia, along with a large globe
representing our earth, Another request from the
Bohemian Old People’s Home and Orphan
Asyhuon was that this floral display be
photographed in color and postcards printed,
which then could be sold by the Home. The
postcard stated “The Czechostovakians in
fighting for the freedom of their country found
in the United States a true friend and the greatest
champion in the late lamented Prestdent
Woodrow Wilson. The Bohemian people proved
their genuine love of freedom in the selection of
Thotnas Garrigue Masaryk as the fivst President
of their Republic.” One of these posteards is on
the picture display board in the cemetery office.
These two busts were scuipted by Anten Vezech
of New York at a cost of $450. The busts, along
with the magnificent floral ribute, received
great praise at the Memorial Day services at the
cemetery in 1933, Enlarged color photographs of
the display were sent to President Roosevelt, to
President Masarvk of Caechoslovakia, to the
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Sornc of us were ucky enouph to be present when'
our renowned Chicage Symphony Orehestra, fed by
James Conlon, conducted S}mphan}r Nu.2 in concert
at Raviniy on ‘llturda:,r evening, August 7.

widow of President Weodrow Wilson, and to the
famnily of the late Mayor Anton J. Cermak,

Ix recognition of the work of Mayer Ceruak in
preparing the Chicage World's Fair and Centory
of Progress ‘E.xpnaitiun, the npﬂniug of which he
did net live to see, an impesing bust of Mayor
Cermak, again the work of sculptor Anten
Vozech, was displayed in a floral circle en the
Main Road of the cemetery for the duration of
the Fair and Exposition, This spectal display and
Aeral tribute *The Anton ], Cermak Memaoral”,
wias again designed by Henry Paryzck.

Ohn June 4, 1933, a special ceremony was held
at the Cermnak bust, attended by {Hhinois
Governor Herry Homer, Mayor Edward 1. Kelly
of Chicaga, and Thomas J. Courtney, Hlinms
State Attorney, Postcards again were printed,
stating “The Anton J. Cermak Memorial at the
Bohemian National Cemetery is a preat wibute
to @ great leader, This memorial is a testimonial
of the great respect and esteern in which Mayor
Anton J. Cermak was held by all his people.”

The officers of the Friends of Bohemian
MNational Cemetery Committee (FoBNC) were
happy to find that many goests at the cemetery
that day comectly identified the threc busts.
Congratuiations o all these people. We knew
you ace a mghty intelligent group. Since there
was only one prize, a drawing was held te
determine the prand winner. The wmnmb Hae
drawn was Lillian Picha.

Cﬂnﬂnrulanuns te Lillian and a special thanks
te Galen & Richard Krupka for erganizing and

rinaing the “three bust” contest.
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"This year marks bath the centennial of Ravinia Park
and the death of Antonin Dverik whose beloved
“New World” Syntphony is the subject of this year™s
Ome Seore, One Chicage. This educational program
uses one classical piece of music per year to teach the
public about the rausic and its cemposer. Though
Czech by birth, Pvolik was able to come {o this
country, and in a remarkably short ime, assinilage



those influences and musical ¢lements that are
vniquely American, incloding Negro spirituals and
Metive American tradicions. The result was a
magnificent symphoenic work that proudly and

deservedly bears the sultitle "From the MNew World,”
one of the most popular- in the orchestral repertoire.”

Welz Kauffman, Ravinia Festival President

"1t is a famausly American work that reflects the
optimism and rich history that makes our culture and
our ¢ity so unigue. Dvorik himself visited the
Warld's Fair in Chicago in 1893, the yesr this plece
wins wittien and premiered, and was greatly moved
by our city”

Ivayor Richard M. Draley
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Welcome all of our new members

Katherine 1. Babeock  Waukegan, 1L
Emily Brose Schaumburg, IL
Joseph Calek Albuguergue, NM
Parela Carlzon La Grange Park, IL
Carol Ceithami Sawyer, MI
Diane Chmellk Okatie, 5C

Frank Chmeiik Okatie, 5C

Vera Chysky Lombard, IL
Anne Cicmanec Chicago, IL

John Cicmanec Chicago, IL
William Davis Lombard, IL
Rosemary Davis Lombsard, IL
Donna Desai Westchester, IL
Dolores Benes Duy Aurera, IL.

Helen Dvorsky Berwyn, IL

Ken Dvorsky Lyons, IL
Eastland Disaster

Historical Sociaty Arlingteon Heights, 1L
Veronica H. Frost Enon, OH
Anton G. Hanuska Broadview, IL
Helen Hanzalek ‘Lombard, IL

Paul T, Hohe Orcutt, CA

Matt Hucke Chicage, IL

John R, Jacobs _ o
Marilyn W, John Shorewood, MI
Joan Jurenka Santa Monica, CA
Georgla Kadlec {Chicago, IL
William A. Kerins Lement, IL
Elaire G. Kovarik ‘Forest Park, IL
Rabert-H, Krajcl San Diego, CA
Libbie Krivanek Riverside, IL
Rabeart W. Kukfa Frisca, TX

Caryl L. Larkins Bisbee, AZ.
Harold Lindat- Riverside, 1L
Yvonne Lindahi - Riverside, IL

Juanita Spirek LoGiudice Berwyn, IL

Jeanne 1. Lotz
Ray Malecalk
Thelma Malecek
June Malina
Katherine Mallin
Joanne P. Manasco

Vera Rohozka MoGuire

George Mrkvicka
Darothy Mrkvicka
Jacquedine T. Mulac
Raymend C, Mulac
Lili Memac

Don Nermec
Henrietta B, Pons
Marc-Andre’ Pons
Jane N. Pugh
Thomas J. Ruzicka
Judith P. Ruzicka
Viasta Schiehofer
Wesley E. Sedlacek
Edwin Sirovy
Charlokte Sirovy
Anna Spirek

Man C, Stanek
Andrew Stika
Sylvia Sykora
Larraine 5. Szabo
Linga Tassin

Teri K. Thorpe

Cathleen Dyer Trechter
Sharon Sladek Triffon

Paul Triffon

Karen Hlavika Welch
David C. Westen
Mila Wilk

Chicago, IL
wood Dale, IL
Wood Dale, IL
Germantown, MD
Glerview, 1L

La Quinta, CA
Long Beach, CA
Slern Elyn, IL
Glan Elbyn, Il
Chicago, IL
Chicago, IL
Berwyn, IL
Berwyn, Ik

‘Winnetka, IL

Tampa, FL
Lafayetts, IN
Lafayette, IN

ta Grange Park, IL
Downers Grove, 1L
Darien, It

Darien, IL

Berwyn, IL
tibertyville, IL
Eden Prairie, MN
Cakland, CA
Chagrin Fails, OH
Chicage, 1L
Phoenlx, AZ
Houston, TX
Macedonia, OH
Macadonia, OH
Bella Vista, AR
Ttasca, 1.

Hickory Hills, IL

Carole M.(Blazek) Woodham  Morris, IL

Mildred Zamis-Potas

Joe Zima
Elaine M Zitko
Jermy Zitke
Jerry R. Zitko
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Lombard, IL
Tinley Park, IL
Willowhrook, TE
Willowbrook, IL
Burr Ridge, IL

SAVE THE DATE
Saturday, November 20 will be a

Columbarium tour af Behemiian National

Cernetery at 1pm Albért Walavich will be our’
speaker. Details will follow, .
$10 Members, $15 Non-members

If you would like to volunteer as a doeent
please call Marge at 847/362-9036.





