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What’s New with Friends of BNC

Mission Statement:

Promote the
historical significance,
enhance the beauty,
and preserve the
artistic heritage of
Bohemian National
Cemetery
Vision:

Create an appreciation of
BNC in local, national,
and international
audiences

Connecting with the old country: A
few years ago, Czech Senator Jaromír
Jermář came with other members of the
Czech government to tour the cemetery,
something that happens with dignitaries
every year since Friends has been
organized (2004). It was determined that
he had a relative who was buried at BNC,
and with some super-sleuthing research
by our members, we were able to show
him this gravestone over near the
Masaryk Mausoleum. He wept with joy as
someone took his picture with the
gravestone. He told us that it would be
such a delight to an older relative in the
Czech Republic to tell her he had
discovered this final resting place!!
These kinds of milestone events are
part of what makes people want to

volunteer for a cemetery or support it by
being a member. The Honorable Senator
Jermář has remembered us with a
Christmas card each year since, and sends
it, in care of me, to Friends of BNC.
Translated by BNC treasurer, Angie
Bultas, his greeting this year was "Happy
Christmas holiday and wishing you all the
best in the year of 2017."
The new year often makes us take
stock of where we have been and where
we are going. In 2016 Friends did finally
make progress on the ADA-compliant
railings. The final drawing for how they
are to be designed is now with Mueller
Ironworks, and fabrication of the railings
will be completed and installation done in
the spring. Our thanks to Chuck
(continued on page 3)
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Live from BNC
Because Bohemian National Cemetery
has a great amount of trees on its 120
acres, many of which are dead, fallen or
diseased, there is a lot to be done to keep
the cemetery a safe and pleasant place to
be. Chuck Betzold and his friend Jim
Miller and their boyhood friends, many of
whom don’t have any family buried at the
cemetery, have been clearing the fallen
and dead trees. They bring their own
equipment to tackle this huge project,
felling and cutting up the dead and
diseased trees and branches. They then
load the debris on a truck and take it to
the cemetery's dump site. These men are

all volunteers, and their diligent work has
saved the cemetery a lot of money. Chuck
has also made arrangements with
SavATree Arborists, who will remove the
largest and most difficult trees. Their fee
for 8.5 hours of work will be $4000,
which will be covered by a donation from
a concerned individual. As you can see
what the cost of 8.5 hours is, just think of
what these volunteers are saving the
cemetery. This is what one calls
dedication.
Another volunteer, Dan Thiel, has
(continued on page 7)
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from the editor’s laptop

Heritage Happenings is published
quarterly by Friends of Bohemian
National Cemetery, a 501(c)(3)
charitable organization.

Here in the mountains of New Mexico, we had our
first significant snowfall – nine inches – two weeks ago.
Workers had just finished a two-acre thinning project on

Manuscripts, articles,
photographs, and advertisements
for Heritage Happenings may be
submitted to carol jean smetana,
167 County Road A4A, Sapello,
NM 87745-5026 or emailed to
her at editor@friendsofbnc.org.

my land, designed to improve the health of the forest as well as decrease fire
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danger. Logs and slash (debris from logging) are scattered about, and as soon
as spring arrives, my first major outdoor project will be to stack the logs to
facilitate drying so they can be used for firewood next winter, and to pile the
slash along hillsides and arroyos to help control erosion. So I have some idea of
the upkeep necessitated by the acres of trees that create the beautiful setting

This parklike setting is one aspect of our cemetery that has been especially
appreciated since its beginning and continues to draw compliments today. But
as Andy describes in his “Live from the Cemetery” article in this issue, it takes
work to keep it inviting as well as safe. Trees in the cemetery need to be felled,
branches broken by weight of snow or ice or blown down by Chicago winds
need to be cleared, and we are grateful for volunteers who are stepping up to
do the job. If you have an interest in donating some time and energy, there are
many tasks and jobs that you can do, no experience necessary! Email Chuck
(see his article “Many hands make light work…”) to find out ways you can
help. You and your family members or friends might even consider adopting a
(part of a) section of the cemetery and making periodic visits to pick up litter,
clean branches and other debris.
Together, we can help keep our cemetery beautiful!

Chuck Michalek and Jerry Gaydusek for working with
Mueller Ironworks to craft and install the ADA-compliant
handrail at the crematorium/columbarium building
Juli Nelson and Thelma Malecek for sending the
solicitation letter and writing the thank you cards
All of you who generously donated to the 2016 solicitation

Na shledanou!
carol jean smetana

Fred Matejcek … Jacksonville Beach, FL
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(continued from first page)

Michalek and Jerry Gaydusek for
supervising this project. More details
on the whole effort are in the
newsletter elsewhere. We also invite
you to read about the rebuilding of
the garage after having the roof cave
in this summer!
Please do put February 26th on
your calendar and join us for our
winter meeting with a buffet
luncheon and special music! See the
flyer on the back page.
Through our membership dues,
book/gift sales, tours, and especially
through our solicitation requests, we
are able to raise money to continue
implementing the Master Plan which

Upcoming
Events at
Bohemian
National
Cemetery

was written a few years ago to
determine just what needed to be
done with the crematorium/
columbarium restoration and what
priorities should be set as we go
forward. We are getting close to
having the funds to restart work on
the dome, although we realize that
quotes from 2014 are not going to
hold for three years later. Thank you
so very much to everyone who made
a generous donation to our 2016
campaign!
Even if you have been on a tour in
the past, I encourage you to come
again because Albert goes to
different places each time. Mark
Sunday, May 21, at 1:00 pm, or
Saturday, September 23, at

either10:00 am or 1:00 pm for a
guided tour followed by
refreshments. Members who would
just like to come and enjoy the
company of members who like to
attend but not walk that far are
welcome to join us in the gatehouse.
And if you have friends/family who
would like to schedule a private tour,
that is possible too. Email us at
info@friendsofbnc.org or call me at
847-362-9036 to arrange such a tour.
Have a wonderful 2017. I hope to
enjoy lunch and music with you on
February 26th.
Marge Sladek Stueckemann
President

Sunday, May 21st at 1:00 pm ~
Tour of the Tombstones guided by
Albert Walavich.
Monday, May 29th at 9:00 am ~
Memorial Day commemoration
Saturday, September 23rd at 10:00 am & 1:00 pm ~
Tours of the Tombstones guided by
Albert Walavich.
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September 30, 2016 through January 25, 2017
Benefactors
($1000—$9999)
Carol Krauser
Robert Kubicka
Patricia Uhlir in memory of Linda
Uhlir

Patrons
($500—$999)
Frank Mareska
Chuck Michalek
Henrietta Bartizal Pons & MarcAndre Pons in memory of
Henrietta Skala Bartizal
Jane Novak Pugh
Apostol & Sharon (Sladek)
Triffon

Sponsors
($100—$499)
American Wilbert Vault Corp
Blanche Babcock
Hynek Batka
Ruth & Chris Borman
Joseph & Dawn Calek
Elaine Collina & Emily Polacek
Duke Dellin
Beth & George Drost
Marilyn Drury-Katillo
Edward & Nilda Duffek
Yvonne Faggi
Evelyn & Donald Fergle
First Czech Garden Club
Carl & Mary Ellen Flaks
Helen & Jerry Gaydusek
Joseph & Lillian Hahn
Carol Hajic
Hester Hilden
John Iltis

June Jansa
Edward Kletecka
Robert Kopecky
Barbara Kostka
Karen Kramer
Keith & Alice Kubly
John & Mila Kyncl
Paul & Shirey Lawrisuk
Lodge Century of Progress/Bila
Hora #231 in honor of Judy
Baar Topinka
Lodge Yankee Jungmann No. 77
Judy Lovaas
Kathy Mallin
Marik-Baken Funeral Services
Carol May
Marlene Capek Murray
Dolores Niewinski
Josephine Pleva
Kenneth Quick
Bill & Ruth Rosol
Tome & Judy Ruzicka
Charlotte Sirovy
Carol Smetana
Glenn & Susan Spachman
Marjorie & David Stueckemann in
memory of Grace Sladek
Radunz
Cheryl Svoboda
Bob & Mary Syrup
Kenneth Teska
Richard Vavra

Donors
($25—$99)
Anonymous
Bernie & Ellie Babka
Janet Bluder
Ruth Borndahl
Dan Boyle
Patricia Brown
Shelia & Ian Chin

Diane Chmelik
Cicero Rebekah Lodge No. 44
Geraldine Coates
Janet Cundiff
Richard & Marilee Davies
Patricia Krizek DeVoe
Nadia Dobias
Jo Ellen Douglas
Dolores Benes Duy
Leora Ekl
Jennifer Frisinger
Nadine Gorski
Dorothy Krenk Haas
Howard Habenicht
Joseph Hasman
Harold Helenberg
Ray Hemzacek
Joanne Herber
Doris Hoffmann
Richard Holubek
Mildred Homolka
Gale Jackman
Shirlee Jecmen
Marilyn John
Phil & Mary Kasik
Shirley Kenney
William Kerins
Linda Kostuba
Kenneth Kralik
Richard & Galen Krupa
Margaret Kruty
Blanche Kucera
Paul & Susan Kucera
Dan Kumarich
Frank Kurhayez
Barbara Licko
Lodge Pilgram #330
Gary Lilly & Diane Minarik
Malich & Freitag Families
Carol Malin
Frank Malowick
Marilyn Michyeta
Alice & Tony Mika
Mary Ann Moad
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Donations (cont’d)
Pamela Morong in memory of
Anna & Vaclav Fryml
Lilli Nemec in memory of Judy Baar
Topinka
Richard Palicka
Joan Peterson
Donald Picha
Laddie & Janice Polz
Bess & Chuck Prazak
Marjorie Prochaska
Thalia Puncochar
Fred & Ellen Ranck
Ronald Rivard
Jacqueline Rock
Edward & Ellen Schnabl
Wesley Sedlacek
Eugene Sikorovsky

Brent Sikula
Gloria Skomasa
Jo Ann Starha in memory of the
Bures family
Shirley Stegner
Marjorie & David Stueckemann in
memory of Edgar Hajic
Lorraine Szabo
Teri Thorpe
Joseph Tousek (Alpine Banquet
Haus)
Charles Walton
Karen Hlavka Welch
Jason & Leslie Wright
Cheryl & Alan Zak
Catherine Zenisek

Thank You
($1—$24)
Michael Condon
Pamela Morong
Christine Schweihs-De Foe
Julie Skubal
Joseph E. Topinka
Vivian Triska

Thank you all for your
generosity.

Your donations help
preserve and restore
Bohemian National Cemetery.

“Many hands make light work..”
For more than a decade, a dedicated group of men and women
have been roaming the historic buildings and grounds of
Bohemian National Cemetery, performing a variety of tasks and
chores. Volunteers bring both skilled and unskilled worker
backgrounds, and tasks vary from upgrading aging electrical
circuits to making carpentry repairs, cutting and removing trees
and branches, painting, collecting litter, improving signage,
cleaning dusty nooks and crannies, planting and weeding, etc.
Volunteers young and old meet at the cemetery by 10 am every
Wednesday. Beginning with some socializing over coffee and
donuts, the workday can last anywhere from four to seven
hours. Some volunteers have been meeting together for years,
while some work only a couple of times each year. If you would
like to learn more about BNC’s volunteer opportunities and
activities, contact Chuck Michalek at michalekchas@aol.com.
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Partial Collapse of BNC’s Garage - Update
by Chuck Michalek
Back in August 2016, Bohemian
National Cemetery’s main garage
suffered a partial roof and brick wall

trusses and the reasonable quote for
repair work.

machinery. Fortunately, Chicago’s
winter weather was very
cooperative, and by mid-November,
Staalsen’s workers had shored up the
remaining trusses and were removing
the damaged walls and roof sections.
A new wooden bowstring truss was
constructed on-site and hoisted into
place by the end of November. The
historic designation of BNCA’s
building was one the main reasons
BNCA’s Board decided to maintain
the wooden bowstring truss design
instead of going to a more modern
(and costly) steel frame truss system.
Extensive masonry work was
conducted, and by early December a
new roof and gutter system were
installed, along with a new overhead,

collapse. Fortunately, no employees
were injured, and there was no
damage to the mechanical equipment.
A local architectural and engineering
firm was retained to assess the
damage and provide repair options.
The main cause of the collapse was
the deterioration of one of the three
main bowstring trusses caused by
water damage
from a leaking
roof. Three
repair bids were
obtained and
BNCA’s Board
selected Staalsen
Construction
Company to
make repairs.
Staalsen
Construction
was selected
because of their
expertise with
building and
repairing
bowstring

As winter was rapidly
approaching, there was great
concern that snow and freezing
temperatures could cause
added damage to the open
garage structure, and there
would be no interior space for
parking the large grave
excavation equipment and other

electric garage door, new lights
and a gas heater. Discussions
between BNC, the insurance
company and Staalsen
Construction are in the final
stages, and it appears the
insurance company will cover all
repairs minus the standard
deductible provisions stated in
the insurance policy.
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Live from BNC
(continued from first page)

been working on the interior of the
water tower installing a new set of
stairs. The project required
scaffolding, which cost $10,000 to
erect; the cost was paid by an
anonymous donor. Dan would build a
section of the staircase at his home,
then transport it with his truck to
the cemetery and install it. This
consisted of hard work when you
consider that the inside of the water
tower is over a hundred feet high. It
has taken Dan a little over a year to
complete these stairs. He also made
needed repairs to other parts of the
interior of the tower. There was a
cost involved in materials and
transportation. Dan donated the
costs for materials and
transportation, along with his labor.
Come springtime, he will work on
repairing the leaks in the upper
section of the tower. The City of
Chicago had cited the cemetery for
violations under its new city code.

The cemetery went to court, and the
judge gave the cemetery time to
rectify the violations agreed to by the
city and cemetery. Dan's work is
correcting these violations and saving
the cemetery from being fined by the
City of Chicago.
The Gatehouse is used quite a bit
by various organizations for many
different types of affairs. The most
notable two are hosting dignitaries
from the Czech Republic when they
visit Bohemian National Cemetery,
and hosting the tours conducted by
Friends of Bohemian National
Cemetery. Chuck Michalek and
Jerry Gaydusek, two other
volunteers who work around the
cemetery, make sure needed repairs
are made in the gatehouse. Because
of the work they do in maintaining
the gatehouse, others can enjoy the
it. Chuck and Jerry also make sure
that the crematorium/columbarium is
kept up, as many organizations and
affairs are held in its Ceremony Hall.

One thing that they make sure of is
that all the lower windows are
covered with plastic in the fall so that
the building is warm in the winter;
they also remove the coverings in the
spring.
Another group of Volunteers are
from CSA District Council 12.
Once a year they conduct a Join
Hands Day at the cemetery. The
members of the CSA lodges come to
the cemetery and clean the
gatehouse, crematorium/
columbarium and office buildings, and
clean up the cemetery grounds.
After many negotiations with the
insurance company, work on the
garage was started by Staalsen
Construction Company, Inc. See
the article by Chuck Michalek on the
facing page.
On December 17th, Empty
Bottle Productions staged a
concert in the Ceremony Hall. Even
though it was a very cold evening, the
concert was a success: it sold out and
everyone who attended had a great
time.
So as you can see the volunteers,
who are just ordinary, retired
individuals who want to see our
wonderful cemetery be beautiful,
along with anonymous donors and
CSA lodges, work hard to
accomplish this goal. A lot of people
from different countries, as well as
our own, enjoy the beauty of
Bohemian National Cemetery. And
different organizations are
conducting concerts, shows and
tours. Come out and enjoy the
cemetery, and if you wish to
volunteer, come to the cemetery on
any Wednesday and join us.

Wednesday volunteers, standing left to right: Bill Serviss, Carl Brader, Bob Weniger,
Jim Miller, Chuck Betzold, Jerry Gaydusek; kneeling: Chuck Michalek

Andy Bultas

Friends of Bohemian
National Cemetery
P.O. Box 72746
Roselle, IL 60172-0746
Phone: 847-362-9036
Email: info@friendsofbnc.org

Heritage Happenings
we’re on the web
www.friendsofbnc.org

Join us for an Afternoon of Friendship, Food and Music
featuring Judy Vessely, Czech violinist
with keyboard accompaniment
~ Czech favorites, show tunes, requests ~
Sunday, February 26, 2017
Sawa’s Old Warsaw Restaurant
9200 W. Cermak Road, Broadview, Illinois
plenty of free parking
1 pm Cash Bar ~ 1:30 pm Buffet Dinner ~ 2:30 pm Program
$23 per person includes program, buffet, tax and gratuity
Reservations required. Prepay by sending your check,
postmarked by February 18th, to:
Friends of BNC, P.O. Box 72746, Roselle, Illinois 60172
Or call by February 19th with a credit card number:
Juli Nelson 630-887-0411

