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HERE was & man whose llver had gone rusty

—he was a big, fat man, or he might have

pretended that it was his soul that was out

‘of working order--and he said: “Huh! I

wish I could find something that would give

me a good thrilllng—something to shake me
up and make me forget for a minute my bothering
Jiver.” .

And he looked about him and he saw many signs of
many kinds, reading: “ This way to the summer amuse-
ment parks.”

But the man shrugged his shoulders and sald,
“Huh!"

And a friend, beholding his predicament, sald:

. ¥'Why not go?' And the man made reply: " Nothing
A doing. There is nothing to thrill or excite one in any
’ of them. A mob, & lot of old shows, a long halred four
flusher up in a band shell; shoot the chutes; beer;
N babfes. Bah!”

: But the friend, being wiser Iin the ways of amuse-
ment park promoters, =said: *“Go to! Do you think
: they'd think of opening a season without something
, new and startling? You don't know ’em. Come on;
get together some small change and come out with me

ard.be excited.”” )

Whereat the man, having debos!ted his watch and
other portable valuables with a near relative tn order

to come Into possession of such wealth as is necessary
i to one who would partake of the inexpensive diversions
Nt of a 10 cent admisslon amusement park, went out to the
summer parks of Chlcago, and what he saw s related
extensively below. But as to the man, it must suffice
to say that when he was through he wot not that he
possessed such a thing as a lver. e has discov-
ered what few Chlcagoans know, and that Is that Chi.
cago Is the greatest amusement center of the world this
year, with more thrills to the square inch than any

other city can boast.

——-

b If there Is any one thing that leads In the thrilling
race of the thrilllng, exciting, exhilarating, and other-
wise startling features of the summer parks for the
season of 1907 it is the size of Riverview park, as it Is
at present. Riverview, so sayeth the obliging director

of publicity, had 100,000 visitors upon its opening night .

of May 25. Close observation revealed the fact that
99,654 of them at one time or another during- the even-
{ng said: ** Gee! This sure is some park!l” or words to
that effect. The remaining 346 were from New York,
and the envious gnashing of teeth prevented them from
paying anything about the size of the park in which

‘ .ghey were lost. N . s e
Riverview Is just twice as blg as it was last vear.

B This makes it away and beyond the largest amusement
enterprise in the city, and probably the largest in the
icountry. Its size now Is almost as startling as is the
rapidity of 'its growth and expansion. A year ago the
park occupied .one-half of a quarter square mile of
territory, lylng within the boundaries of Belmont and

‘Western avenues and Roscoa boulevard and the north
branch of the Chicago river. Now It occuples all of it
. A year ago the eastern half of this space, and that
part of It jmmedlately adjacent to the river, was the
home of the tin can, the old shoe, and divers weeds
of the city’s virgin prairie. Today it is the home of
scenic rallways, auto coasters, rolllng skating rinks,
shoot the chutes, snake shows, traln robbers, Chinese
theaters, animal shows, and other things that go to
‘make up three-elghths of the concesslons of the park.

The river has become a boating annex, and the
volce of the barker is lifted up where a short twelve-
month ago the wind soughing through the tall and un-
cut grass was the only sound to be heard. When you
wealk once around the walks of Riverview you are
thrilled at its *magnificent distances”; when you stop
to remember that one-half of it was builded In a season
you grow truly excited over the contemplation of what
man can do when he sets out to corral the dimes of a
eity In a hurry.

" But Riverview is not remarkable merely for Its
space, nor has its great space resulted in large ‘areas
vold of attraction. It is full of attractions, most of
them new and all thrilling to an extreme,

——
The thrilling begins right at the beginning. The
first step within the portals 'and you are face to face
with a feature that must thrill, exhilarate, depress, or
demoralize even the least conscience stricken of mor-
tals., It is right in front of you; you meet 1t face to
face the first thing—a great, .yawning arrangement that
looks particularly anxious to recelve you and your
: " dime, and it is labeled Hell Gate. It is palnted in the
i welrd colors generally dccepted as proper for the deplct-
ing of the nether regions.
In operation the contrivance 18 even more suggestive
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But stay! A llst of thrill-
era is not complete with-
out a mention of Bohumir Kryl and his band, It is not
the music of his band, his gyrations while leading, or
his wonderful work on the cornet that is so exclting,
No, O, no. But on the back of his head Bohumir has
got o mass of yellow halr that—but everybody Kknows
how Paderewski’s halr thrilled the maldens of thla
country—and Xryl has got Paderewskl beaten by at
least a pillowful.
. Altogether one hardly can go to Riverview without
belng thrilled to the limit .

White City, as far away from Riverview as it well
can be and remain within the clty, i{s more dependent
upon its well known and eslablished attractions than
upon any great changes, improvements, and new feat-
ures, though of the latter there 1s no dearth either in

_number or variety. But.the manggement here would— ...\
“have to hunt far and wide before it could improve upon

the attractions of last year. White City thrills from a
long way off; its electric tower, jutting into the black
night llke a white hot iron, {8 an attraction the coun-
terpart of which {8 hard to find anywhera In the
country.

—.—

When it comes to plcking the thrillers here, con-
gervative conduct prompts the selection of three lead-
ers and let it go at that, for the question of supremacy
among these three 1s merely one of personal taste and
judgment, though it must be noted that if the matter
were put to a vote of the male element there would be
no question as to the answer.

Miss Annette Kellerman, the Venus of the swimming
tank; the flen circus, an Infinitesimal exhibition of
trained fleas; and the burning of the steamer Robert
E. Lee, which is the fire show of last year with a steam-
boat added, vie with one another in the matter of ex-
cltement,

-

Miss Kellerman’'s concesslon is near the entrance of
the park. 'To this is due the fact that many visitors—
malnly of male persuasion and bald headed—never see
the greater part of White City, Miss Kellerman catch-
ing them at the outset. A man must be pretty far gone
who does not thrill at the sight of Annette, for Annette,
freshly risen from the waves, like Aphrodite, in a skin
tight swimming sult, 1s a sight to please ‘the eyes of
eritical gods, let alone common, 10-cents-a-head mor-
tals. Miss Kellerman dives into a tankful of water
half a dozen times. This is a mere incident to her ex-
hibition.. The important part 1s Mjss Ifellerman, as
most of Chicago's population will have seen before the
summer s over.

s Per Floh Clreus,” which 1s the Flea Clrcus, is next
on the bright board walk, Herr Prof. Aufrichtig has
dared the flea in its lair and dragged it forth to do
stunts for the amusement of summer pleasure seekers.
His fleas he has gathered from all the flea bitten cor-
ners of the world. German, French, Japanese, Chinese,
Ttallan, and west side fleas has he mustered under hig
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ST eround for Charonm, but the old gentleman s missing. gize of a big washtub; has put swords in thelr claws original enough to startle with its idea. A L ’v A—= "\

and makes them fight duels; hag put skirts upon them
and makes them waltz, has—but the 1list is too long for
such & small object. Mark Twaln has sald that a flea
as big as a man could be president of the United States;
Prof. Aufrichtig has gone along and proven Mark's

The boat goes around and around again, Willle, and all
of r sudden it disappears in a hole in the bottom of the
o sea—to come’ out behind the canvas and navigate be-

tween painted walls representative of the nether re-

more than life slzed automobile, running
with its own power and seating fifteen per-
sons, is placed on a structure bullt along the
ilnes of a boulevard and coasting structure
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sions. theory. ) combined. A chauffeur sits at the throttle
After Hell Gate you may recover your d quanimity * The auto speeds away, and for the next two
by strolling the full length of the park to *the grea.tes; - minutes the patrons enjoy the sensation of
.of all great outdoor thrillers, the leading sensation o The Robert E. Lee burns at tho dock at Memphla, flying up- and down hlills, taking sharp CUME ) 'BOYS

! smusement promotion of the year, the great, the real-
istic train robbery.” The barkers call it a lot of other
similar names, but this 1s enough. The thing Is to see
it. Once seen, and the visitor discovers that for once . %~ ..~ . \tement that 18 crowded Into it, Negro No railing lines the side of the structure
he has found an occasion where the barkers actually do ;oist:;;)g?.xfsod::;:e “ona sing upon the wHarf: neg:o upon which the trip is made, so the trip-
not exaggerate. It Is a big show, put on in a blg Wa¥i (oo 0o clothes and hang them out from second Ders have a clear and unobstructed view of

ourves at a moderate speed, dashing over
straight stretches, and enjoying all the de-
1ights of a touring trip—on a small scale.

The realism of this performance and the amount of
local color that the management has managed to crowd
into it mokes It a marvel as a performance, aside from
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and it draws blg crowds. stor . . ’ the park and adjoining territery, the struc-
- vy windows; mule drawn street cars roll sleeplly vou HOLLER
' There are, according to the management, 150 3e,r past: the levee Is dozing, awaiting the great event of the tUr® Deing high enough to make it a good
I formers, twenty-five horses, fifty tons of logomo ve, day, the coming of the Robert H. Lea. point of observation.
1 etc., eto. If these are not the exact figures ‘they are Another new feature hera {s a merry-go-

The boat comes in, passengers disembark, baggage
near enough for all practical purposes. Certaln it s and frelght 1s taken out of the hold; the crowd pro. round with real, live ponles taking the place

that there are enough performers, cars, locomotives,

horses, gunpowder, dust, noiss, whoops, and reallsm to

satisfy even the most satlated searched for a thriller.
: ——
The robbery occurs In a mountainous part of Arl-

" wona, - New Mexico, or some other territory where the

mountains are a delicate, blushing pink in color. The
robbers are the real wido hatted, black masked, quick

- . sghooting, hard riding desperadoes of wicked, woozy

B western fictlon. The traln is 8 real traln; the robbery

18 a8 real as a show robbery can be, and the audienca

- gomes away white and blinking from viewlng a spec-

“ tacle that contains in itself the excitement of Buffalo

SN Bill and “The Bowery After Dark” comblned.

' “After sustalning the shock of seeing a traln robbed
the visitor 1s ready for any and all of the other thriil-
ers. Next door to the robbery ls the snake show,
‘Carping persons not gifted with a serpentine taste
might say that the snake ghow should be included as a
real adjunct to the fictlonal robbery, but that {s another
story. *Bosco, half human, half snake, eats ‘em alive,
eats 'em alive,” Is one of the established Institutions
of outdoor shows, which fa proof sufficlent that the
patrons of such ghows are blessed with strong stom-
achs, and the spectacle is exciting, there can be no
question of that. .

The new auto coasters, in which varlous new dip-
the-aips and other new features of this form of enter-
talnment are incorporated, vie with the established

i acenic rallway and shoot the chutes In popularity with

T people who want to whizz through the air. Fach year

. gees these affairs a little more exciting than before, and
Riverview has the latest of them. The roller skating
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) rink, the dancing pavilion, the jinrickishas, drawn by

ceeds to disperse, and then—then there i an explosion;
one of the bollers blows up, and the next moment thae
proud Robert E. Lee Is a mass of flames. From tha
boat the flames leap into the adjolnlng houses, and:it
1s from the houses that the herole rescues of nighties
clad maldens—who haven't shaved for a couple of days
at least—are made. It is all real, go real that the
audlence often rises and shouts encouragement to tha
noble rescuers.
[ J

Sans Souct has Ferullo and the Mountain Torrent to
please the secker of excitement. Ferullo is guaranteed
to contain more thrills to the square inch than any
band leader in the world, and he has perfected the art
of imparting them to his audlences. Ferullo is the last
word ‘In emotional musical directors. His methods are
the methods of Creators, rendered a dozen times more
supple and muscular. His left hand, with its long,
thin fingers, s a book of expresslons in itself, and his
hajr—1long, black hair—caps the climax. Also, his band
makes sounds that are beautiful,

The Mountain Torrent !s a combination of Chutes
and the Old Mil], with a mountaln stream rapids thrown
in for good measure. The ride starts at the top of a
chutes structure, plunges down into a miniature lake,
rushes through the rapids, and continues into a grotto
of "scenic wonders.” It is guaranteed to shake one a
}ittle more than the ordinary chutes and a little less
than the roller coaster. The thrillers of last season—
scenic rallway, coasters, minlature rallway, and the
great roller skating pavillon——are strong in the favor
of visitors.

" At the west sldeJChute‘- park, the ploneer in big

?
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of the wooden ones of yore. The ponfes are of the small
Shetland varlety and are made fast to spars radiating
from a center frame. Electric power turns the whole
affair, and the ponies trot obedientl

y arbund on the ten
bark track underneath. . )
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At Lune park Roy Knabenshue thrills the  crowds they are getting used to it. Luna park 1s new, but it

twice daily by daring the dangers of the air in his air- has gathered within Its gates most of the attractions
ship. Residents of the neighborhoods adjoining Luna  that make a summer park complete. It joins well with
park no longer are surprised at the spectacle of strange the others in the task of furnishing Chlcago’s 2,000,009
things i the sky, They know it s Knabenshue, and & surfeit of exqltement for the aummer season,

o
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